
FW: Public Records Request - COVID Testing and Death Records (2021-0513 through 2021-0516)

From: Sen Linthicum <Sen.DennisLinthicum@oregonlegislature.gov>

 Date: Monday, February 21st, 2022 at 1:00 PM

The sec on for ct‐PCR reads as follows:

PCR Results (Request No. 2021-0513): Except for the data Oregon Health Authority publishes, information obtained by
Oregon Health Authority or a local public health administrator in the course of a reportable disease or disease outbreak
investigation is confidential under state law, and not subject to disclosure under the Oregon Public Records Act. See ORS
433.008(1). There is no exception under ORS 433.008(2) that would permit Oregon Health Authority, in its discretion, to
provide you with the information you are seeking. Therefore, pursuant to ORS 192.355(9)(a) (public records or information the
disclosure of which is prohibited or restricted or otherwise made confidential or privileged under Oregon law), your request is
respectfully denied. If you so choose, you may seek review of this determination pursuant to ORS 192.401, 192.411, 192.415,
192.418, 192.422, 192.427 and 192.431.

That being said, the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory has published an updated PCR Ct FAQ document, incorporating
information about sequencing. In addition, it includes a graph with the distribution of Ct values obtained from RT-PCR testing
performed by the OSPHL for 2021. Please be aware that OHA does not have this information for laboratory results outside
OSPHL. I have attached the updated FAQ and the OSPHL Sequencing Workflow for your convenience, but these can also be
found here and here.

Best regards,
‐Dennis



Here is the response to our FOIA request ….  Please review and provide feedback

Best Regards,

Dennis Linthicum
________________________________________

Oregon Senate 
District 28
(O) (503) 986-1728
900 Court Street, Office S-305 | Salem OR,97301
www.oregonlegislature.gov/Linthicum

Please note that all emails sent to and from this email address may be shared
among Senator Dennis Linthicum and his staff and may be subject to disclosure
under Oregon public records laws.

From: Windham Jeanne <JEANNE.WINDHAM@dhsoha.state.or.us>
Date: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 at 10:25 AM
To: Dennis Linthicum <Sen.DennisLinthicum@oregonlegislature.gov>
Cc: Heiberg Holly <HOLLY.HEIBERG@dhsoha.state.or.us>, Patrick Allen <Patrick.Allen@dhsoha.state.or.us>
Subject: Public Records Request ‐ COVID Tes ng and Death Records (2021‐0513 through 2021‐0516)

VIA EMAIL ONLY - Sen.DennisLinthicum@oregonlegislature.gov

May 26, 2021

Senator Dennis Linthicum
Oregon Senate District 28
900 Court Street NE, S-305
Salem, OR 97301



Re: Public Records Request - COVID Testing and Death Records (2021-0513 through 2021-0516)

Dear Senator Linthicum,

This will confirm Oregon Health Authority received your May 19, 2021 public records request for:

PCR Results - cycle threshold amplification value for each individual positive PCR test in the state (OHA Records Request No.
2021-0513);

Variant Testing - records reflecting the total number of samples submitted for variant testing; the total number of spike protein
amino acid mutations that were considered to be of possible concern, including K417N, K417T, L452R, S477N, E484Q, S494P,
N501Y, A67V, Δ69/70, T95I, Δ144Y, Y145del, H146del, W152C and V1176F, as reported in the literature; clear laboratory
Instructions for how were these amino acid mutations were determined (For example, if by DNA sequencing, please show
evidence of confirmed nucleotide mutations, such as DNA sequencing electropherograms); total number of the submitted
samples found to be of newly emerging variants; total number of the submitted samples found to be wuhan-Hu-1 wildtype with no
S gene mutations; and total number of submitted samples that were deemed indeterminate due to lack of sequencing data
generated from the RT-qPCR positive samples (OHA Records Request No. 2021-0514);

Experimental COVID 'Vaccine' BreakthroughTesting – records reflecting the total number of samples submitted for
Experimental COVID 'Vaccine' Breakthrough testing; and the total number of samples submitted for Experimental COVID
'Vaccine' Breakthrough testing that resulted positive (OHA Records Request No. 2021-0515); and

Redacted Copies Of All COVID Death Certificates - a copy of each Certificate of Death where COVID is listed in Part 1 or Part
2 of the Certificate with the Decedent's name fully redacted; and any and all available individual corresponding PCR Testing with
accompanying Cycle Threshold values and available medical records with the Decedent's name fully redacted (OHA Records
Request No. 2021-0516).

In response to these requests:

PCR Results (Request No. 2021-0513): Except for the data Oregon Health Authority publishes, information obtained by Oregon
Health Authority or a local public health administrator in the course of a reportable disease or disease outbreak investigation is
confidential under state law, and not subject to disclosure under the Oregon Public Records Act. See ORS 433.008(1). There is no
exception under ORS 433.008(2) that would permit Oregon Health Authority, in its discretion, to provide you with the information you
are seeking. Therefore, pursuant to ORS 192.355(9)(a) (public records or information the disclosure of which is prohibited or
restricted or otherwise made confidential or privileged under Oregon law), your request is respectfully denied. If you so choose, you
may seek review of this determination pursuant to ORS 192.401, 192.411, 192.415, 192.418, 192.422, 192.427 and 192.431.

That being said, the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory has published an updated PCR Ct FAQ document, incorporating



information about sequencing. In addition, it includes a graph with the distribution of Ct values obtained from RT-PCR testing
performed by the OSPHL for 2021. Please be aware that OHA does not have this information for laboratory results outside OSPHL. I
have attached the updated FAQ and the OSPHL Sequencing Workflow for your convenience, but these can also be found here and
here.

Variant Testing (Request No. 2021-0514): Attached are the responsive records to your request for clear laboratory instructions for
performing SARS-CoV-2 sequencing. Also attached is the Method Evaluation Summary report as the “evidence of confirmed
nucleotide mutations.” Finally, after the virus is sequenced, the sequencing data is posted to GISAID which is a public access website
and can be accessed by anyone. You can go here to access information about the sequences that are posted for Oregon, including
the mutations. I have attached the instructions on how to access GISAID, but it can also be found at https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH
/LABORATORYSERVICES/Documents/GISAID_Account-Creation.pdf. There is no charge for these records. For samples tested at
OSPHL, SARS-CoV-2 sequencing is automatically ordered on positive samples. For the volume of testing at OSPHL, go to OHA’s
COVID-19 dashboard here. For samples not tested at OSPHL, a clinician can ask OHA for permission for sequencing to be done at
OSPHL. Records reflecting the total number of samples submitted for variant testing are confidential under ORS 433.008(1), not
subject to disclosure under the public records act, and for the reasons stated elsewhere in this response, your request is denied.

Experimental COVID 'Vaccine' BreakthroughTesting (Request No. 2021-0515): There are no responsive records to this request.

Redacted Copies Of All COVID Death Certificates (Request No. 2021-0516): Vital records are exempt from public disclosure
(ORS 432.350). And except for the data Oregon Health Authority publishes, information obtained by Oregon Health Authority or a
local public health administrator in the course of a reportable disease or disease outbreak investigation is confidential under state law,
and not subject to disclosure under the Oregon Public Records Act. See ORS 433.008(1). There is no exception under ORS
433.008(2) that would permit Oregon Health Authority, in its discretion, to provide you with the information you are seeking.
Therefore, pursuant to ORS 192.355(9)(a) (public records or information the disclosure of which is prohibited or restricted or
otherwise made confidential or privileged under Oregon law), your request is respectfully denied. If you so choose, you may seek
review of this determination pursuant to ORS 192.401, 192.411, 192.415, 192.418, 192.422, 192.427 and 192.431.

This will complete your request.

Jeanne Windham
Public Records and Internal Litigation Process Coordinator
OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY
Fiscal and Operations Division
500 Summer St. NE, E-20
Salem, OR  97301
(971) 345-1688
jeanne.windham@dhsoha.state.or.us
http://www.oregon.gov/OHA




